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Analysis of an accused murderer's narrative and the identification of ""discourse
peaks' within it
Rakefet Dilmon

Uri Timor

This article presents and demonstrates theories that enable parts of a narrative to be
isolated for the purpose of examining hidden meanings in a wide-ranging discourse:
Longacre's theory of "discourse peaks”, the author's method of identifying
unmistakable linguistic characterizations of deceit in Hebrew, and narrative
criminology. Many narratives that are produced under circumstances of criminal
investigation or in therapeutic situations include details that have no investigative or
therapeutic importance. These details, however, frequently contain information whose
content is critical for the investigator or the therapist. By identifying "discourse
peaks" in the narrative (digressions from the habitual language in the discourse that
attest to a shift in the thinking or in the intentions of the person producing the
discourse), the segments in the discourse that incorporate this important information
can be isolated. The article exemplifies this theory by analyzing the narrative of a
murderer who denied his guilt: it first presents an analysis of the accused's narrative

and then goes on to demonstrate the efficacy of the discourse peak method in
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evaluating segments that contain information of greater importance within the entire

text in relation to the homogeneity of the text.
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Romantic Relations between Men and Women from a Legal Perspective:
Semantic-Pragmatic Analysis

Sol Azuelos-Atias

Analysis of the way in which the legal term "reasonable person™ is used teaches us,
among other things, the dominant values of Israeli society. | will exemplify this claim
by means of the values having to do with the relations between men and women.
Based on studies on legal terminology, and pragmatic approaches to context on the
one hand, and legal studies dealing with the values according to which the
"reasonable person" is defined in the interpretation of the law, on the other hand, |
will analyse the messages implied in two verdicts, and concentrate on the significance
of these verdicts from the point of view of the conjugal relationships between men
and women, in order to identify the norms recommended by the Israeli social

organization in this domain.
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"1 will read in Aramaic for the sake of music': The Maiden speech as a
Performative Self-Presentation

Ayelet Kohn and Zohar Livnat

Maiden speeches of Members of the Knesset are part of their institutional acceptance
procedure as new members of the parliament. The aim of the speeches is to lay the
foundation for the positioning of the speakers as novice politicians. The year 2013
saw the election of 49 new members to the Knesset, including Dr. Ruth Calderon of
the Yesh Atid Party. This paper uses rhetorical tools to analyze her maiden speech as
one that responds to a specific rhetorical situation, as a text that is designed to

establish the speaker’s rhetorical ethos, and as a performative self-presentation.

Calderon read out a Talmudic story in the original Aramaic, translated it into
contemporary Hebrew and interpreted it into global cultural terms, using two kinds of
diglossia. The paper illustrates how the speech functions in two ways — both as a
declaration or promise regarding her qualifications as a new Knesset member and to
confirm her own rhetorical ethos. The first way, which was direct, was by
demonstrating her skills of language and persuasion along with a presentation of her
argument, which are the main tools of every parliamentarian. The second, which was
implicit, foregrounded the subjects to which she is committed, and these are presented

by her telling her biographical story, as well as by means of her performance.
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Representations of Arab Society in Literary Texts in the Hebrew Curriculum for
Arab Schools in Israel

Yael Poyas and Mahdi Nizar Yasin

The article presents an examination of Arab voices and Arab characters in literary
texts included in the Hebrew curriculum for Arab schools. The stated aim of Hebrew
instruction in Arab schools is to enhance the integration of Arabs in social and public
life in Israel. Hebrew instruction for Arabs invites discussions concerning identity and
affiliation due to the characteristics of Jewish-Arab relations in Israel, and texts which
deal with this issue. The study used literary tools as well as data from interviews with
teachers. Examination of the curriculum shows a challenging picture with mixed
trends. The recommended stories present a stereotypically oriental view, and the
poem resonates with a defeated, split voice. The novels, as well as the essays, have
potential to initiate open discussions about Arab identity in Israel, citizenship, and
belonging. The potential of the new curriculum is influenced by Hebrew literature
teachers' knowledge and preparedness to challenge their students with political issues

concerning identity and affiliation.

Naming and Politics in Alternative Schools in Arab-Palestinian Society in Israel

Gal Levy and Mohammad Massalha

Even if it may sometimes seem trivial, the act of naming is not inconsequential,
especially in the colonial relationship between the Israeli state and the Arab-
Palestinian citizens. In an in-depth study of four alternative schools in Arab society, it
turned out that naming the schools was not a matter of course. This article examines
the meanings that the interviewees attributed to the school's name, and its role in the
context of the educational initiatives and political activism they demonstrate. Our
findings indicate three levels of explanation for the choice of name. At the school
level, the pedagogic-educational and the political-identity explanations are suggestive
of the school's character and pedagogy, both aiming first and foremost at the parents
who are called upon to choose the school. On the second level, the explanations are
aimed at Palestinian society itself; accordingly, the school name marks the path which
Palestinian society must take in order to ensure the future of the children. Finally, at

13
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the state level, the school names express a political statement toward the Jewish state
that refuses to recognize the autonomy of Arab-Palestinian society and its desire and

ability to shape its own course and identity.

Here Comes the Son of a Bitch

Amir Ben Porat

The curse, "son of a bitch”, has come into common use in the football stadium in
Israel. Seven decades ago, things were different, and this curse was not used. The
reason is the particular conditions at that time: In the 1950s Israel was a puritan
society particularly in its culture: certain non-normative words were not published.

"Son of a bitch" did not appear in writing or in public discourse.

Conditions began to change in the late 1950s, mostly in culture. Certain words that
had not been accepted previously, including, in particular, the description of sex
relations, appeared in literature and also in the newspapers. A change in the cultural
situation of Israel offered more degrees of freedom to Israeli football. The curse "son

of a bitch™ is now regularly used in football bleachers.

Slurs and Coping with them in Hebrew Literary Translation

Rachel Weissbrod

Derogatory terms are a linguistic means of exclusion and discrimination. This article
examines this issue from the perspective of translation studies. It deals with the
solutions offered in Hebrew literary translation for 'nigger' and other words from the
same semantic field which fulfill various functions in the originals. Fifteen
translations and adaptations of nine American novels have been examined. The span
of years, from 1936 to 2014, made it possible to detect historical developments.
Apparently, Hebrew has a translational solution for the N-word and its kin: 'kushi'. In
practice, translators have used an array of solutions. Though these have changed over
time, no consistency has been found — even in the same years and in the same work.
The article offers explanations for this finding based on the concept of 'voids', on the
one hand, and changes in Hebrew and the social stances embedded in it, on the other

hand. The explanatory part includes more examples from texts written originally in
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Hebrew and translations which make use of the word 'kushi' independently of the

source.

Register Awareness among Teachers and Student Teachers:
Educational and Social Dimensions
Doron Dan and Heidi Flavian

Using a high level of a language register usually reflects greater professionalism and
society’s enhanced appreciation of people. From this point of view, this study was
developed in order to understand whether this is applies to teachers as well. A written
reflection in three different language registers was presented to 308 participants
(teachers, teacher-trainees, and parents). Surprisingly, they were able to differentiate
between the low language register and the others, but they could not distinguish
between the medium and the high levels. Moreover, this discrepancy, although
statistically significant, was smaller than we had assumed. These findings may
indicate that the language had a certain effect on the participants’ assessments,
because, in practice, only a minority mentioned the notable flaw in the register and
commented on the correctness of the language. There was no significant difference
between students, teachers, and parents who evaluated the same type of reflection.
These findings indicate inadequate awareness among teachers, and teacher-trainees.
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