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Abstracts

Language and Cults

Ruvik Rosenthal

The article deals with the language of groups and communities that straddle the
distinction between "new religious movements” (NRMs) and cults. The term that is
used in the article is "authoritative new religious movements™ (ANRMSs). The research
is based on a corpus of eight texts, written by ANRM leaders, which present the ideas
of the ANRM to the public. The research examines the linguistic means used by the
writers, as well as content aspects of the ANRM. The research shows that the
language used in the texts is often clear and communicative, but contains an internal
jargon that differentiates the ANRM from the traditional religions and from other
ANRMs. Most of the texts lack a coherent line of argumentation, tending to axiomatic
statements or tautologies. The keywords present a holistic world, without addressing
conflicts or tension between faith and doubt, between the individual and the cosmos,
etc. The texts reveal a threefold hierarchy: A mediator derives his authority from a
transcendental entity. By means of this declared power, he transfers ideas and
narrative to the members of the ANRM, but these lack any mechanism that enables an

open mutual discourse.

Psychological Perspective on Leaders of Authoritative Groups: From Adherence
to Departure
David Green

This qualitative study explores the leaders of Authoritarian Groups (AG), also titled
"Cults” and "New Religious Movements” (NRM). Espousing a psychological
perspective, the author, a clinical psychologist, examines the leaders' roles through the
written testimonies of 23 women and men, former AG members who spent varying
time spans in the AGs. Having left the groups, these participants sought
psychotherapeutic help. Before the therapy started, the participants responded to the
psychologist's recommendation to describe their experiences in the AGs. To explore
explicit and implicit meanings, the author used two methods of analysis (thematic
content analysis and figurative discourse analysis) which accorded trustworthiness to

the study. Interpretive reading of the findings also resulted in the discovery of a
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hierarchic-thematic structure demonstrating the connection between the leader and his
followers, members of the AGs, and providing further insights about the essence of

AGs’ behavioral, cognitive, emotional intra- and inter-personal processes.

"A Very Narrow Bridge" — that Collapses: The Process of Recruitment and
Mind-Control in an Ultra-orthodox Bratslav Messianic Sect

Eliezer Witztum

This paper is based on events which occurred in an extreme ultra-orthodox messianic
sect, which operated clandestinely at on the periphery of the Bratslav Hassidic
Movement. After a thorough comprehensive description of the theoretical background
of the Bratslav school of thought, the account of a young Hassid, as he recounted the
events in writing in his own words, is presented. The strategy and the modus operandi
of the leader of the sect are examined in detail ; whereby the Hassid was gradually
and progressively brought under the total influence of the leader, accepting his
manipulations and distorted interpretations of Hassidic and Kabbalistic texts,
eventually becoming a puppet who, at the behest of the leader, performed vile acts at

his behest, for which the Hassid was subsequently convicted by a court of law.

A New Integrative Therapeutic Approach for Victims of Authoritarian Groups
Gaby Zohar

The psychosocial effects for those joining an abusive authoritarian group can often be
accompanied by symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder, including a range of
mental injuries and severe adjustment difficulties after exiting the group.

For victims of abusive authoritarian groups, the psychotherapy process usually takes
place under a complex ethical cloud, and, to this day, no integrative therapeutic
method has yet been established .This paper focuses on a case study, describing a
unique treatment process of three years’ duration, with an authoritarian group victim.
It is based upon three sources: (1) clinical material based on therapeutic
conversations, (2) an autobiographical diary written by the patient, (3) the clinical

notes of the therapist (all presented after receiving the patient's consent).
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Society and Language as Shaping the Meaning of Motherhood in the
Experience of Mothers Coming out of the Polygamous Cult of Goel Ratzon

Michal Mahat-Shamir, Naama Pachman, Anat Dgani-Ratsaby & Tal Melamed

In order to uncover the unique experience of women who were members of the
polygamous authoritarian group under the leadership of Goel Ratzon in Israel, and to
examine the patterns of motherhood that were formed in the group, we conducted a
qualitative-interpretive study stemming from Hans Georg Gedmar's Hermeneutic
Philosophy. Interviews with four (out of 14) mothers who were members of that
group revealed that within the polygamous authoritarian group under the leadership of
Goel Ratzon, motherhood is construed as a) a "status symbol”, b) subject to erasure
and c) as a paradox. The social interactions within the group created a unique
language and conceptual world in which a new meaning was created for the word
"mother” and for the practice of motherhood. Identifying patterns of motherhood as
construed in a polygamous authoritarian group is salient for health care professionals

such as social workers, psychologists, and psychiatrists.

The State of Israel vs. The Cults: The Anti-Cult Discourse and the Israeli Public
Discourse in Government Reports
Adam Klin-Oron & Marianna Ruah-Midbar Shapiro

From 1982 to 2011, the State of Israel published four reports concerned with New
Religious Movements, all emphasizing their dangers. In spite of the ongoing anti-cult
hue of the reports, in-depth analysis shows that they also reflect the wide discursive
shifts that Israeli society underwent — from a collectivist-hegemonic-nationalistic
discourse to a multi-sectorial individualistic-globalistic one. In fact, the reports draw
from two major discursive sources: the anti-cult discourse that has been constant over
the years, and the Israeli public discourse that has gone through significant changes
since the 1980s. The current study offers an analysis of the influences of these two
discursive sources on the government reports, demonstrating the adaptation of the
anti-cult discourse to the shifts in the Israeli discourse, thus enabling its ongoing

influence.
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Failure of the Legislation Initiative against Destructive Cults in Israel
Ron Awvital

The purpose of this article is twofold. First, it focuses on the failure of the approach of
professionals and law enforcement agencies seeking to establish legislation restricting
the activities of "destructive cults” primarily on the basis of the controversial concept
of "Mind Control”. The bill on Handling of Destructive Cults, constitutes the only
official attempt made in the State of Israel to regulate the phenomenon, and will thus
be examined in this article. Second, it proposes an appropriate alternative to
distinguishing between cults defined as destructive cults and those that are not, while
maintaining a proper balance between freedom of religion and worship and other
basic rights. The article focuses on legal documents in order to review the views on
both sides of the polemic, the essence that supports these groups versus their critics,
as well as the Court's approach to the relevant terms and to freedom of religion and
worship in the State of Israel .Attention is paid to the court’s position on the issue of
"Mind Control" in examining the offense of "Holding in Conditions of Slavery",

according to which two cult leaders were charged.
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