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Longing for a mother, crying and masculinity in thewritings and life
of Zionist men: A psychoanalytic and cultural analyis
Mattat Bunis
This essay explores the relationship between miagglthe longing for a mother,
and crying — a language beyond words — about wimale poets and writers of the
Hatchiya period wrote and experienced. Contrary to theraggu currently advanced
by many scholars that the Zionist movement unanstyostruggled against the old
Jewish infantile/feminine masculinity and is respibie for the construction of a new,
robust masculinity. The men examined in this asticeither adopted this new
masculinity nor aspired to it wholeheartedly. Theyged for a mother, as embodied
the Land of Israel, the world or eternity, wrotespiwely about crying at first contact
with this mother, described children and child-liken, and identified with children
or were identified as child-like by others.
The writing and experience of thdatechiya authors are best explained by the
psychoanalytical theory related to the continucelationship with the pre-oedipal
mother and by trends in modern European philosapidy literature that influenced
Zionist thinking. Most influential were the crisf language and the search for
nonverbal language, the rejection of rationality &me turn towards the mythical, the
longing for the authentic self, sometimes identifees the child, and the search for
authentic ways of expressing this self.

Bialik’s children’s poems: Gender in poems and illgtrations 1922-2008
llana Elkad-Lehman

When Bialik’s Songs and Rnymes for Children, illustrated by Nahum Guttmann, was
published in 1933, it was the most beautiful claitds book to have been produced
locally. At least three generations of Hebrew-sjpegichildren were raised on the
book, which enjoyed a special status in homes #sawén kindergartens and schools.
This unique, decades-long position influenced loebrew-speaking collective
memory and shaped gender perceptions among children

Bialik's work entered the public domain in 2003n& that time, collections of his
children’s poems have been published with illugireg by contemporary artists.
These offer the opportunity for a new linguistiaditerary reading of the poems and
an examination of the illustrators’ interpretatminthem, using the critical perspective

of gender studies. The work of six artists, spagih years, is examined for gender
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issues. The artists are Tom Zeidman-Freud (192@8hukh Guttmann (1934), Batya
Kolton (2003), Shulamit Zarfati (2006), Alona Frehk2006) and Ora Eitan (2007).
The findings reveal a preference for representatioh boys and a depiction of
traditional roles. However, the findings also iratee that Bialik’s children’s literature
is open to various interpretations of gender issii&ée wealth of interpretations —
intriguing, humorous, current, and even subversiegive from Bialik’s writing about
“things” (animals, plants, and objects), and his akinversion and linguistic patterns
that conceal the speaker’s identity. The illustragi reveal the core of the poems,
challenging readers and inviting them to discovegeadered world that does not
exclude women, turning the contemporary illustratod Bialik's poems into a daring

endeavor.

A female voice in the garden: Women writers in male
hegemonic discourse — Hemda Ben-Yehuda, M.Y. Shtdisg Nurit Zarhi
Celina Mashiach
Modern European theories of education, romanticemad nationalism were the
building blocks upon which the imagined Israeli I@hand its ideal world were first
constructed, in accordance with the modern mytkhiidhood: The Child and The
Garden (Eden). The modern myth of childhood comzkdéhe ambivalence of the
child-adult relationship and came to serve romaantid national aspirations. Thus, J.J.
Rousseau’s perceptions of child and nature (Emill® I'Education, 1762), Friedrich
Froebel’'s metaphorical Children’s Garden (1826) #ral Celestial child, “Father of
the Man”, envisioned by Romantic poet William Waosasth (1807), were infused
into local tradition and collective ancient Jewlsdritage, in a manner that solidified
the monolithic icon of the Israeli Child as a my/tine Zabar”).
The separate world of childhood — a male-made ooctsdn, assumed the celestial
aura of Eden within which the child became the éreaf the corrupted adult world.
The ideal world of childhood has been describedctwycepts and images such as
innocence, purity, nature, garden and Eden. Howetleee women Hemda Ben-
Yehuda, M.Y. Shtekelis and Nurit Zarchi, represtms of three consecutive
generations of women writers in Hebrew-Israeli dfgh’s literature, dared to
guestion the male-made myth, in order to propodifferent vision of childhood.
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Representing speech in journalistic interviews
Rina Ben-Shahar

Journalistic interviews may represent speech ireiht modes, ranging from
mimetic representation of the interviewee’s stytbyough different kinds of
paraphrasing of style, to a text rhetorically oigad along the lines of written
language norms. The main factors that dictatetifie ef the newspaper interview are
the type of newspaper or magazine in which thewree is published, the identity of
the interviewee (scientist, politician, singer, rebdincluding stereotypes associated
with the social group s/he conventionally represemtd the kind of interview (profile
interview, with an expert focusing on a subject@iaing to his/her field of research).
Side by side with these factors, prevailing lingaistylistic norms and accepted
conceptions regarding language variants have agtrapact on the stylistic option
chosen to represent the interviewee’s style (tiheesiactors which have an impact on
stylizing literary dialogue). The paper sheds lightthe relationship between socio-
cultural factors and modes of representing speeghuirnalistic interviews published
in newspapers and magazines in recent years. Tearah highlights linguistic-
stylistic norms and accepted perceptions of languwagiants, which filter the original
oral interview and determine the organization ofliistic-stylistic components in the

written interview.

Ultra-Orthodox pashqgevilim: Textual syntax and discourse style
Luba Rachel Charlap

Pashgevilim have become a veritable culture. This article $esuon their unique
textual syntax and discourse style. This includestrast patterns, question-answer
structures, rhetorical repetitions and the imitatiof textual formats common in
religious Jewish discourse. The article also disessthe paralingual elements of
abbreviation and punctuation.

Most of the patterns presented reflect the rhedbrsophistication found in much
persuasive writing. Some features typical of religi culture and unique to this genre,
such as the extensive use of acronyms, to exclysagdress the Ultra-Orthodox
community, hence excluding outsiders from partitigain this discourse. One does
occasionally see some imitation of contemporanadirdiscourse. Although the
Ultra-Orthodox are very insular, this may indicateonnection of sorts to mainstream

Israeli media and society.
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Hebrew learning and aspects of identity among Rusan speakers in Israel
Rinat Golan

The objective of the study was to examine the spwadence between formal or
informal acquisition of the Hebrew language amongnigrants from the Soviet
Union and their socio-cultural absorption, in terofisttitude, sense of belonging and
identity, as a factor of Ulpan study. Changes in tweas gave rise to this study — a
change in Israeli language policy and changes ibré¥e language acquisition.
Alongside the open language policy maintained kg @lithorities, the immigrants
show an inclination to learn the target languadermally for adaptation and basic
needs, as seen among immigrants in various Europeantries (Klein & Perdue,
1997) and the foreign workers in Israel (Golan, 00

This study finds that the identity perception amangigrants who engage in formal
and informal learning differs. There is a link beem Ulpan study and the sense of
acceptance of Israel and Judaism. The study ofddebr Ulpan enhanced the sense
of Israeli identity, but did not affect the sengeJodaism among immigrants in both

research groups.



