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English Abstracts

In search of substantial community:
Israeli society and the merit of normative dialogue
Muli Peleg
The viability of a human community depends on tlkaligy of communication among its

members: It will prosper or decay, recuperate ¢lapse based on how people communicate

with one another and their skills of maintainingithchannels of interaction. The central

thesis of this article is that the future of comityihinges upon finding the balance between

particular volitions and social responsibility. 8ubalance is obtained through normative

dialogue and discourse based on constructive concation. Rifted Israeli society is ill

prepared for such discourse and hence its future eashesive and substantial society is

unclear. By analyzing and comparing discourse paitdebate versus dialogue and then

procedural dialogue versus normative dialogue, dheele indicates the reasons for and

implications of the frailty of Israeli public disase. Two examples are provided to support

this conclusion — the written press and educatioeeis that reflect harsh terminology and

attitudes toward the 'other.’
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Expressions of ethos of conflict in Sabbath leafletin synagogues
during the Cast Lead Operation in the Gaza Strip
Daniel Bar-Tal, Hadas Zoran, Hila Cohen & Tamir Mhg
The objective of the study was to describe andyaeahe narrative of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict as imparted to the religious public in Bath leaflets (about the weekly Torah
portion) distributed in Israeli synagogues on tlabliath. These leaflets are a prism through
which it is possible to learn about the perspestiokthe religious Zionist ideology regarding
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Specifically tlseudy examined the expressions of central
themes of ethos of conflict: collective self viewf wictimhood, justness of goals,
delegitimization of opponent and positive view loé collective self, in the Sabbath leaflets of
the key religious Zionist organizations. In totdl Sabbath leaflets were collected in the three
months prior to, during and following the Cast Lemilitary operation in the Gaza Strip. The
articles in the leaflets that referred to the IBfBalestinian conflict were content analyzed.
The analyses found the following six central themadlective victimhood in the past,
collective victimhood as justification for the dsliahment of the State of Israel, collective
victimhood as justification for operation Cast Legubsitive view of the collective self,
justness of conflict goals, and delegitimizatiorited Palestinians. These findings indicate that
Sabbath leaflets, as informal channels of commtipitdor the religious public, preserve and
maintain the societal beliefs of ethos of confiiwt fuel the continuation of the conflict.

On the rhetoric of going to war

Inbal Leibovits & Tamar Katriel
The discourse concerning the decision to go toisvanalyzed by focusing on the 1967 war
between Israel and its neighbors and the first hebawar in 1982, both of which were
initiated by Israel. We ask how going to war is lptlp constructed as a necessary and
legitimate solution to crisis situations by usiig ttools of rhetorical and critical discourse
analysis (CDA). We explore uses of the 'us agaimsin' dichotomy, constructions of the
crisis and of solutions in two mainstream Israeliydnewspapers, Ha'aretz and Ma'ariv. We
relate the salience of 'no-choice rhetoric' indrevar discourse to a cultural de-valuation of
'words' (diplomacy), and preference for 'deedslitgmy action). The discourse prior to the
1967 war was more homogenous and polarized, windiegreceding the 1982 war was more
critical and complex, while nevertheless justifythg decision to go to war.

The supplemented war: 'In-group nationalism' and 'aut-group nationalism'
in Israel's daily newspaper supplements during th&econd Lebanon War
Motti Neiger & Karni Rimmer-Tsory
Unlike scholarly examination of journalism duringnélicts that tends to focus on the news
sections, this article analyses non-news supplesnesports, lifestyle, arts and leisure — that
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constitute, both during war and more peaceful tinies bulk of a newspaper in the modern
era. The study is based on discourse analysisléstiessays and columns) of all supplements
in Israel’s main daily papers: Yedioth Ahronoth, 'M&v and Haaretz, during the Second
Lebanon War (July 13 — August 14, 2006).

The article conceptualizes two basic types of nemtétions of nationalism that serve the
narratalogical analyses of the supplements: ‘inygmationalism' and ‘out-group nationalism.’
The first is nationalism that looks inwards inte tin-group' (‘we"), portraying journalistic
representations of national unity, e.g., coverdgartists performing in war zones in northern
Israel or reports of foreign athletes who playsrakl to express their support of the state. The
second type is nationalism is directed at the astf 'out groups' (‘them'’) and observed them
under the criteria of ‘friend or foe' using offergsitactics, e.g., commentary in the sports
supplements about the EUFA decision to cancel sdbddnatches in Israel, a debate usually
backed by allegations of anti-Semitism. Alongsidese two types, the article refers to rare
manifestations of anti-nationalism, that only enghba the overall 'rally around the flag' of
these supplements and how they act as a rhetooickin the service of the war discourse,
without offering a civilian and critical alternaéto the news section.

Entangled discourse

Naama Sheffi & Amir Har-Gil
Three Israelis and three Palestinians are the gwotsts of Entangled (2007), a documentary
film by Amir Har-Gil. The film portrays the obsemians of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as
seen by ordinary people. In a moderate speecheddatthe belief in their position and a
willingness to listen to the other party as wdlke six tell of their personal experiences. All
the heroes are hurt by the conflict. Sometimes thieigraphy includes a familial historical
burden as well. The article analyzes the discoveserded in the first Israeli-Palestinian
documentary coproduction, and depicts the obstaelesountered during filming. It
emphasizes the captivity of the speakers in thenyiof the conflict, and their difficulty
constructing a discourse focused on a better fuiithre theoretical framework of the analysis
spreads from history to film studies, memory stadiad sociology.

The rhetoric of Knesset member Ahmad Tibi
in his International Holocaust Remembrance Day addess
Yehoshua Gitai

This essay deals with the process of perceptioncandeption of a speech. Ahmed Tibi, a
leader of an anti-Zionist Arab party, delivered @eech in the Knesset on International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. His address is comsider many to be the best speech ever
delivered in the Knesset. The speech, howevernded sharp criticism of Israel, comparing
its attitude towards the Arabs to Nazism
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This paper discusses the matter of perception lamdelationship between the message and
the audience: does the audience create the messtgetext itself? The paper discusses the
role of the frame (or topics) in the process of pleeception, and shows how Tibi built upon
the frame, calling on his ethos to create an atimagpof excitement that enables him to
deliver his criticism as well.

Integrating and divisive discourses: The discoursin interactions
with non-Jewish callers on Israeli radio phone-in pograms
Gonen Dori-Hacohen
Radio and radio phone-in programs are arenas optiic sphere. This article analyzes
interactions on such programs with the 'otherghin Israeli society: Palestinians and non-
Jewish citizens. The discourse with the non-Jewisizens is integrating discourse. The
callers define and present themselves as Israadiptest their discrimination. They use the
programs to participate in the public sphere, dredefore some of them are regulars. The
hosts create an egalitarian discourse, by agredihghese callers and seeing them as part of
Israeli society. The Israeli host and Palestinialiec present their nations in a hostile way,
leading the host to define the interaction asa&ddue of deaf.' These discourses present the
advantages and shortcomings of the public sphdre.iftegrating discourse is based on the
civic conceptions of the public sphere that integrall citizens. The hostile discourse
demonstrates that participation of Palestiniarthénlsraeli programs and in the public sphere
cannot solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

'Peace will triumph': The semantic blurring betweenpeace and war
in Israeli political discourse
Dalia Gavriely-Nuri

This article discusses one rhetorical aspect of pbace-and-war discourse conducted by
Israeli leaders: the semantic-conceptual blurrirgwieen peace and war. By semantic
blurring, | refer to the rhetorical juxtapositiof the words ‘peace’ and ‘'war' in a manner that
obfuscates the basic contradiction between thesiea®s in the combinations 'Peace in the
Galilee War' (Operation Peace for Galilee), 'saldax peace' and 'victims of peace.' The
paper's main argument is that this semantic blges affected the Israeli public's perception
of peace and war; ultimately, this same blurring hdluenced Israel's political reality and
relations with its neighbors. lllustrations of tliemantic blurring, taken from discourses /
speeches given by Israeli leaders since 1967, ¢watie data on which the analysis is based.
The paper also examines the possible contributioisemantic blurring to the strategic
surprise of the Yom Kippur War and to the missegasfunities inherent in the peace
initiatives proposed between 1967 and 1973.
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