A Y

] 2 NPT ANE AL L TN X
DxX1'pin SN Tl OD\NZS AT

'NJ NI300N
NPUDNI M1N007

NN N9V N7 NIXIYIA ATIARD

Israeli Association for the Study of Language and Society
ainal) g Zadl) Al )l Al pud)) Aseasl)

INOYIA NMIYOYN NIN'YYNA DOV
n'0™M191 1'N ,NNAN

0o "' Xph NMailn

AN"yun rmna 2™ v ore
2015111 29

D'¥IA'P?N 12'N0 N77on

2015 mw7? nnani NoW IPN7 NF7RIYN DTIARD 7Y MWD 010N NN



NN N9Y N7 NIXIYIA ATIARD

010N "'¥pN NMAlN

2015 11 29 ,a"ywn rimna 2™ aw or

NIAIXNN NTVIN
‘0'¥I12'PA 11'o NY'dn
117 L,PNX' MI9T NN M LTI N0 L 7RN NNOKL(0100 1"IY) 0 TTMW-NXIT 1TNOo

“n1d

‘NNANI DOV N7 NINYI ATIARD

(NTIARN MMIXNN) NAX 22V L (DTIARD DIR'WL) MDY 17N

O'XIA'y7N 11'O0 OI9T NPdSnl n09Tn

2015 w7 nnani ndY ENT NIRIYN DTIARD 7W 'MIWN 010N NYP7N



D"1'"Mya PIin

nN'M 2vIn

S S 798U QNIYN 1Y-"1ay 2NN PNUNCNN0'0- TN NIMIYY-IT
D, NINAXR TANIN

N'NTEXY NINT NIDYY

10 i English for academic purposes: Expectations and reality
L0 e Judith Yoel & Elisheva Barkon

11...0"221x2 DIN 'OV DFTA7AN DN 7W IY70 Y0 NAI0 NI DIRINA NIYIRPIN

I TP VTNMY-NXIIT 1TAOI XNI7-121Y DDV

DMAIAN 0 TNI7 7¥X NINNAIX NI'YQ'0IMIE DIRNYNA NI0'SN "N'72IXn Dlonn NX Yaw?"

P NU'0N1INA
L PPN T7A WY
13, ?0'0N0Y'N IN DANN 70NN IX DY'PY 0IMN 7RW DM9Y TN
1 TP [NIT 72T

n'TNna NdSY

L 0INZIR TINK 7W N19™7190 177900 XNP'MY X127 XN XKD

1 PP [ND N7"X

NNLAN MI7'¥N VTN 217'Y2 DY'NRIE DY7XI'091ND ,0MIYY D'V 1031V 1N 10VOY

LB e NIYTN NNITNN2
1 T 7 T
18 N2INON NNRIN'YA NIYT XN 7w Mo nima 2015 nnna
LK< TP ma yyIn'

............................................................. NI D7D 0" TINN |"'one "7pwo-IN
20 I I n I III7 I n
2 O TR TP 1217 781N

2015 w7 nnani NdY IENT7 NIRIYN NTIARD 7W 'MIWN 010N N'YpPN



NIMIXY?I DOV

Can Israel be a Jewish and a democratic state? Linguistic ethnography at the

20 national museum of American Jewish history
2 Chaim Noy

nM' N'YUXRIALAIYYD M DTV NRIMY7 1Nayn DRimn 1 pasnn = "tv7n noxin”

2 s NI TNN v
2 e e e e et e et a e et aanan 121 |"VWAI7] OIny

What the revitalization of Hebrew can teach us about preventing language

2 extinction

2 Hadas Marcus & Sandy Kuttler

[1AR7 10D 7192 ARIINNEIRT NOY NN ?7N1719 NN 2w Nn'%? ?nmay nnY

24 T PSPPI NIMIX? NIY'on
2o TP UPPPPPTPPTT 78-72 Ty

nIY? qn

0775 0'71n 'N12 NIYY NIYIAL 1IW7 g "N7¥X TOURNN 7R ?NNay 1T X7 7nin”

2 TP PRSPPPPPPPP 78X wn
G RPN 001V DM

Private discourse public spaces: An analysis of signage during times of escalated
2 e e e ———— national conflict

2T s Elite Olshtain & Julia Schlam Salman

The linguistic landscape in the Israeli public space through the eyes of Arab

28 college students
2 Rawia Hayik
29 "IM'R 2IX" yxana nixin 0w 2y N pix n2n”
24 T 712UT NATIE FART DY

2015 w2 n1ani NdY IPNT7 NMRIYN DTIARD 7W 'MIWN 010N N'YpPN



N'NMYOYnN NIXR'XYN2 Ny

31, "NMUXY' 7YWDY wrTRNN '9Y NITom NivxY 7w nimy "itn 0T At 1y nux”

3 AT NI YA TN

W77 nMTPERN 7w 12%7 NRIYNN NN'Y ' 7Y NITRUNIE NITRY - 1NAIT 'Y NNavn

K TP PP PP n"Mayn
B e e e e e e e e e ettt aaaaaaaa 20T Py
33 78IY DDA N7DWN7 NITOIMA NIMD0N 7w 0170172 YTANN XY 7Y
K [N3 N9YI "YWL NN
B PT¥N N7X NN'WA N'0OWNN [IW7D 7Y 10W9I 119'0
B e a e NNNX 7271 [narvol? N

n'anl NdY

35, 78W7 N'OIMKA NNANNNT DNANNAN NMIN 7Y NANID '9I'NK RXINN NI9I0
T PN7-TR 7R MR
36 Family language policy amongst Ethiopian new immigrants in Israel
X TR Dvora Dubiner
K Y ST N'7'2-271 NQ'VPO01Y (TRIY DNANN 2P NOY NIN'YWA DYWAN D'
K PP RURPPPPRRPIN DIN2NIL D'
38 DMAIANN A'DINK 71V 7Y NTM7)WNNE NDIY7N DNV NIYTN 0T AR
B ["owIaN NY

D'IN'ON NOY MIT n'rnp

39 . NN7YUN NINDA 0IN'0N NOWY DINANINN 7W 'MXYN N0 DI'NN DIANNN
B0 7272 72
40, MR TN YW Dnon NOVW W AnImw - X7 n1Ma7Nn
O PP PP PPPPPPPPPPPPP [N017 Nw
A 0'IN'0 NOWY7 DIAON 'MN'Y NDMIX — NIY7 nwaIN
A e 0727712 MMONI |17 V!

2015 w7 nnani NdY IENT7 NIRIYN NTIARD 7W 'MIWN 010N N'YpPN



0"'719 N'Y

mivpn NIAI71100 :D'TIN' I 2 0Y DYITA-0Y Wi 7Y NIENN N'XPRI0I'KN

2. 7NIW D1ITA-DY VI 2 2P DYNNIDARYT 7N NIYTN
D e e et e e e e et a e et aanan ITHA -1AN QY
Q4. .o, 079217 N'Y N7 *720 qIAI NOY ' NNXRNN 'K 7Y DTRIN NINY
SRS [NO*'1 NI0 NNIX

7197 XY 'NNTR D1'V079 D'2WYT TWONN [IY7] win'wn DRN "DropmT Ty

G 72NN N1
BB e e e e e e et YOIT NIN'I
. S XY M1 T-"219'00 N'WN Y 07190 [yonn 7y — "nirro'71s nin'w”
PR YN 0'01

nann annNa N'v

8. Linguistic analysis of posts on municipal Facebook pages
ST Nili steinfeld
49.............. NIID'NN N2V "AVINA D'M7'RNI DTN "0U T NIYIRNA Nia X n'aar"
e AN R

N1I7'NN NIYPENA 0NN DI'07 NIV7NN N7AR 7V MIA'¥N N'WN — [NNKRN 019N TY

5 O PSSP Ly alUlh
5 O PP o1in 70
B s D'Y1 NINN2N NINJOoN 'R — "Nanxa nnx"
5P DNIN [2-D'NIRN 'MOX
0oOYNI NSV
O (Qwm% NNTPN) 7Y NYWOYN NIR'YN] VOYUNI NOY
B 7278 "IN OX'OR-OI7NITR 710
1o TR D'TINN N1aN 7Y — 1191 7191 'N72 770 nnnn nTing Xiann
ST TP PP UUPPPPPPPPPTRR Tay Eralhl

2015 w2 n1ani NdY IPNT7 NMRIYN DTIARD 7W 'MIWN 010N N'YpPN



56 1712'091 A71'M7 ,IW? TAN — NXNA 0TIV 7W VOV NINY

oG USSP [IN'7'T O
OF e [N1AW NNl N'UOWN [IY7 NNy IW7 — "R TX 707 ,nIx07"
PSSP [N3N TV
B 0VOYN 'NIIN ¥ DNIA'WNI DY
o 7P 17w 7N

NiINK2 NdY

59, 71272 'R' 7W NINKA N1ani N :'0'oo nin'a'oa '’
o1 U TIN NIX
BT i, XY PN ARNNN ' "R Dm0 nwitw Ly :1oa inn 'k
1 ?719-"721w 07N

TI2'V2 D'MIYY 0TI'Y NIYVXARA DI'MT 7V 'NN2ann Taynn 111 NINT 7 D' Nwn 012'oM

B2 i N0 930 0MVY ANoX W "D'ex" i minn
[ 72 270 Ny
64........ NININA NINN VO NINIYZ-ITI NIFNIANN 21 ,07T'7179 72V IN'TNa 1T 7R
L 7 n'am a7

M990 N'an 2NN NISY

Immigrant youth in high—school: Understanding trilingual literacy performance

B and educational experiences
(1 TP PPPPPPRR Orly Haim
GG N'78IY NN IN7apnnl o1 "IN
B0 e [AX710 N2
7 i, [N'1'2 AW NM90 N NOY ,NIIAIR-NAIATOI NAIRTO NIAYNN N'ON
S 790 NATH N7 Ny

n"1Y NABSYO Ny

B8, NNy TIMY7 7' NV'0NANINA D'VITIVO 7Y NI'XA'VINN

G PP 170220 ' T

2015 w7 nnani NdY IENT7 NIRIYN NTIARD 7W 'MIWN 010N N'YpPN



When does motivation lead to second language proficiency? Hebrew proficiency
B of English-speaking immigrants to Israel

(S 1 Joel Walters & Susan Joffe

An association experiment among Russian-speaking Israelis: The interaction of
T0 e cultures in the bilinguals’ mental lexicon

T0 e Irina Ovchinnikova and Maria Yelenevskaya

"Living in the in-between"? Arabic speakers’ perception of their use of Hebrew in

A USSR higher education and its impact on ethnic identity
T Dvora Dubiner
0019
T2 NNIN NTIAYA MNP NYYNl N'Y N9 7K1 NN
472U 7 0

2015 w2 n1ani NdY IPNT7 NMRIYN DTIARD 7W 'MIWN 010N N'YpPN



NINTID DINXIN

?78 Y QnIYn "1TY-1aY 2NN PNYA NN00- TN NINIYY-IT
NINNX TANIN

vYN7) NIV7YN N'OIPINAN NOY IT N'NNAN-7'700 DTN 7w NTY7a0 NOWN 7v191 X' NNy
NINOPRN MIYPNN 7¢ N2N 2N NSV ,NNIAN N70Wnn NoY L (NIn DiMmizan Dfwan
NIV NOWN Tayn U NPV NIvNAYNN .ARIoYNn 71V 7¢ 12N 2N N9l 7RIY NNIAND
X' NRXIND .0IVMN 7Y D'I5N 0PN NIRYND RDIL7RIW MNAN-7700 1w yinn ny'oin
79w Axnw 'o79I7I0N A¥NN 7PN NNAY-NY  NMIYY-IT YAR? YR MINGD oiynng

.0IYMN Y NNVO-TN NIIYZ-IT NYAANN D -7V . NIMIYY-IT ynx? 2nn N7 ynn 75 oynd

vin'y "2 npmn 77 KR IX,NITN DTN N1IMann 2V nNnvNnl N'vad NN 7Y Nno'on
N VYN TYUKRD DN00-IT NIIYY-IT U ANNXI'N? Dnn' X7 ,NNIRND D190 N%WA 1NN
2V NNUNND> 09N'M X7 NIYZN NnIvnl  NMIRZA nnna NI N'Y'RN NNN2 [N 0210 05N'M
DWA N'12%7 DNNY,NN00-IT NIMIYWZ-IT ITI0 ,21W7 09'09 XIMY 'ID'0 W' NTIN'D NINANN

N7 nxInnt 7R N2 NIXAPN "2 0'"N'MKR

2015 w7 n1ani NdY N7 NIRIYIN DTIARD 7Y "MIYN 0100 NN



N'DTPNA N1IT N1DW

English for academic purposes: Expectations and reality
Judith Yoel & Elisheva Barkon

Recently, The Council for Higher Education (MALAG) issued directives* regarding
English as a Foreign Language/English for Academic Purposes (EFL/EAP) in lIsraeli
institutions of higher education. One directive dictates that undergraduates must finish
EFL/EAP courses one year prior to completion of studies so that English can be required

for seminar courses. This directive highlights English as the language of academia.

To implement the MALAG's ruling, colleges require faculty that use English for teaching
and research. Therefore, to examine the Oranim faculty's perspective of English studies
within the B.A./B.Ed. programs, we administered an online questionnaire in 2014,

investigating teachers' and students' use of in English in seminar courses.

A statistical analysis reveals that the majority of responding faculty reported no difficulty
reading English. They use English resources in course preparation and agree upon the
importance of English for advanced studies. And yet, over three quarters of the
respondents reported that they do not require students to use English sources. One
reason is the belief that students encounter difficulty reading English. This suggests that
the importance the MALAG attributes to English is only partly manifested in the
undergraduate experience, which may impact further studies, the globalization of tertiary

education and social opportunities and mobility.

Despite the small sample and need to extend the research, the MALAG's directives and
current higher education globalization trend provide a timely opportunity to elevate
academic English in Israel. We must ascertain that English features in students'

scholarly experience; otherwise, we validate, "B.A. bli anglit and M.A. me'at anglit.”
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Dornyei, Z., & Ushioda, E. (2009). Motivation, language identities and the L2 self: Future research
directions. Motivation, language identity and the L2 self. Z. Dérnyei and E. Ushioda.
Bristol, Multilingual Matters (pp. 350-356).

Dornyei, Z., & Ushioda, E. (2011). Teaching and researching motivation. Harlow, Longman.
Markus, H., & Nurius, P. (1986). Possible selves. American Psychologist, 41(9), 954-969.
Strauss, A., & Corbin, J. (1990). Basics of qualitative research. Thousand Oaks, CA, SAGE.

Strauss, A., & Corbin, J. (1994). Grounded theory methodology: An overview. Handbook of
Qualitative Research. N. Denzin and Y. S. Lincoln. Thousand Oaks, CA, SAGE.
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Amit A. Le bon usage comme capital distinctif de la langue francaise,
http://www.mml.cam.ac.uk/french/observations/abstracts.html
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israéliennes, Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang.
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Can Israel be a Jewish and a democratic state? Linguistic ethnography at

the national museum of American Jewish history
Chaim Noy

| present findings from a four-year linguistic ethnography (LE) conducted at the National
Museum of American Jewish History (NMAJH) in Philadelphia. With approximately
100,000 visitors annually the museum is one of the most important Jewish heritage sites
in the USA, portraying the integration and accomplishments of Jewish communities in
American culture, society, and politics. The museum includes an impressive interactive
hall, where questions by the museum are presented to the visitors. These questions
concern contemporary political and social issues in the USA. The visitors are supplied
with colorful Post-it notes (sticky notes) on which they write their answers/replies and
then stick the notes on the walls.

LE (Rampton, 2007; Tusting & Maybin, 2007) is a recent methodology juxtaposing
interactional sociolinguistics, new literacy studies, and ethnography of communication. It
focuses on public and usually also ideological occasions and sites of writing and
reading. The present LE combines three elements: 1. Observations of visitors’ writing
(and reading) practices, together with interviews with them, 2. Discourse analysis of the
hundreds of texts that visitors write in situ, and 3. Interviews with museum employees
and a semiotic analysis of the museum. | discuss public participation in contemporary
Jewish heritage in the USA, and the role of language in forming collective identity and

constituting public Jewish association.
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What the revitalization of Hebrew can teach us about preventing language

extinction

Hadas Marcus & Sandy Kuttler

The study of language endangerment has shifted from the exclusively academic realm to
a human rights issue, as globalization and political factors threaten the very existence of
marginalized languages. In many areas of the world, there has been a resurgence of
interest and pride in the preservation of languages teetering on the brink of extinction,
one that could be seen as an analogous for the grave concern about vanishing species.
The multiple difficulties linked to reinforcing the usage of an endangered language have
been extensively documented by scholars such as Fishman (2001). The most
impressive example of language revitalization is the reversal of a completed language
shift: the revitalization of a dormant or dead language with no living speakers. There is
perhaps no better example of this phenomenon in history than the revitalization of
Hebrew, thanks to the indefatigable efforts of Eliezer Ben-Yehuda and an opportune
combination of other conditions in Palestine which led to its rebirth (Horowitz, 1960). It
has been widely documented that attempts to revitalize other languages have been far
less spectacular than the emergence of Modern Hebrew, a language still in the process
of evolving even today. According to Zuckermann, who claims to be an “anti-purist”,
marginalized languages, like many species of endangered animals, are exposed to
multiple factors which cause them to cross-fertilize, and they must keep on hybridizing in
order to survive. He demonstrates that this adaptability is responsible for the
perpetuation of Modern Hebrew, for which he has coined the controversial term “Israeli”.
Now a crusader fighting to rescue Aboriginal languages from extinction (linguicide),
Zuckermann claims that the triumphant rebirth of Hebrew can serve as both a theoretical
framework and practical model for the preservation of threatened languages. The aim of
this paper is to examine the historical, ideological and empirical roots of the revitalization
of Hebrew, and to determine whether this success story can be utilized to salvage other
rapidly dwindling languages and their associated cultural heritage (mostly indigenous)

which are in imminent danger of being lost forever.
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Private discourse public spaces: An analysis of signage during times of

escalated national conflict
Elite Olshtain & Julia Schlam Salman

The study of public signage can offer insights into the sociopolitical situation of a
particular context. In multicultural societies experiencing intractable conflict, an analysis
of the linguistic landscape can be informative in shedding light on political and national
underpinnings. Israel in general, and the recent Gaza-Israeli conflict in particular, provide
a rich context for the examination of language constructs in public spaces. This
linguistic landscape provides visible and salient markers of belonging, identity

construction and national alliances.

This presentation builds on a study of nonofficial public banners hung on street junctions
and highway overpasses in Israel during the 2014 Gaza-Israel conflict. Two types of
Hebrew public signage are examined—those displayed anonymously and those put out
by institutions. In both cases, the banners disseminate private agendas that—within the
public domain— visually construct and subsequently perpetuate notions of what it

means to be Israeli.

In this presentation, we discuss three components of the signage. First, we present the
banners themselves. Second, we look specifically at some of the linguistic features of
Hebrew, showing how the language structure enables both anonymity and affiliation to
function side by side. Finally, we present findings from a questionnaire in which

individuals were asked to react and respond to the collected units of analysis.

Ultimately, we address some of the symbolic messages that get constructed during
times of escalated conflict in an attempt to demonstrate that the analysis of aspects of
linguistic landscape can be highly informative in better understanding local climate and
trends.
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The linguistic landscape in the Israeli public space through the eyes of

Arab college students
Rawia Hayik

Although Arabic is the native language of fifth of the Israeli population, Hebrew is the
sole language in the lIsraeli public sphere (Amara, 2006). The dominance of some
languages in the linguistic landscape (LL) is not neutral (Shohamy, 2008) but can serve
for asserting national identities or ideological and political agendas (Ben Rafael, 2009),
or maximizing commercial benefits (Trumpet-Hecht, 2009). In the politically-loaded
Galilee area, the use of certain languages in the LL is definitely not neutral. The current
study explores the LL in the Galilee through the eyes of Israeli-Arab college students.
Research on the LL field often neglects the passersby’s interpretation of the messages
embedded within (Shohamy, 2012). When those passersby are part of a minority group
residing in an area where the LL is ideologically laden, it becomes essential to invite
their perspectives.

Grounded in critical literacy theory (Friere, 1970), this teacher research attempts
to raise lIsraeli-Arab students’ awareness of problematic issues in the Israeli LL and
encourage them to act for a just visibility of their minority language in the surrounding
linguistic space. Students from the English department at an Israeli-Arab teacher-
education college were invited to capture photos of various signs in their area, analyze
the messages that these signs communicated, and write a commentary voicing their
analysis, reflection, possible critique, and suggestions for change, if needed.

Students’ projects were collected and analyzed to explore the issues they
highlighted and whether their engagement in these projects affected their consciousness
of the LL in the Israeli public space. The initial data analysis process started with
categorizing the different projects following Ben-Rafael et al.’s (2006) categorization,
followed by a thematic analysis to uncover the themes that emerged. This paper session
presents the findings from an analysis of 38 projects that focused on top-down signs,
where students strongly critiqued the absence of Arabic on the official signs as well as

the abundance of spelling mistakes, Hebraization, and inaccurate translation.
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Family language policy amongst Ethiopian new immigrants in Israel
Dvora Dubiner

Since immigration to Israel in the 90's, the Ethiopian community in Israel has been facing
the difficulties involved in adapting from a non-Western, oral culture to the mainstream
Western, literate Israeli society (Stavans et al., 2009). Twenty years later, sensitive
issues of acceptance and scholastic achievement are still present in the community's
narrative.

Some Ethiopian immigrants maintained the home language mainly for oral interchanges
in their communities and families, while interactions that involve literacy practices often
need to be mediated by younger members of the community. The home language is at
times not maintained, and many families experience what Wong-Fillmore (2000) referred
to as "the loss of a family language." It is essential for educational purposes, especially
in the Israeli educational system which relies on parental involvement and support

(Stavans et al. 2009), as well as for identity formation and maintenance.

This study reports on 12 interviews carried out with recently arrived immigrants (up to 2
years in Israel).The interviews were carried out in Amharic with the help of interpreters,
recorded, transcribed, coded, and analyzed. The purpose of the interviews was to
understand immigrants' individual/family language policy, beliefs, attitudes, expectations
and practices. Findings show that whereas some parents are aware of the potential
negative outcomes of not speaking the home language, there is variability in the
determination/ability to maintain it. The findings are discussed in terms of research on
heritage language maintenance, child bilingualism, family language policy and melting

pot policies, conformism/activism, and the role of the sociolinguist.
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Linguistic analysis of posts on municipal Facebook pages
Nili steinfeld

The increasing use of social networks has given rise to a new kind of relations between
residents and authorities, where residents can speak directly to administrators and
representatives, can take part in open discussions, and may have more direct
involvement and influence on local affairs. The more direct democracy facilitated by
social media outlets fascinates social science researchers. But while most of their
attention is drawn to national politics, the municipal arena can be even more affected by
these new means of direct communication. The lecture presents findings from a study on
municipal administration on Facebook, which analyzed the discourse that has developed
between citizens and local administrators on municipal Facebook pages, using
automatic digital tools for linguistic analysis of texts.

The formal Facebook pages of all of the cities in Israel were extracted using digital tools,
and all posts and comments published on these pages in a period of six months were
analyzed using automatic linguistic analysis tools that provided information regarding the
use, frequencies and relations of words and terms in the texts.

Prominent topics that emerge from the analysis, use of language, and basic features of
citizens—municipalities interactions are presented, as well as differences in language use
and main topics between citizens and municipalities’ posts, and between cities of
different socio-economic ranking. The lecture discusses the findings, their implications,
and the advantages and limitations of using digital tools to analyze texts in a digital

research field.
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Chilton, P., & Wodak, W. (2005). Preface. In A new agenda in (critical) discourse analysis. Ed.
Ruth Wodak and Paul Chilton. Amsterdam / Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 2005. (pp. xi-
Xviii).

Shohamy, E., & Durk, G. (2009). Introduction. In Linguistic landscape: Expanding the scenery.
Ed. Elana Shohamy and Durk Gorter. New York & Abingdon: Routledge, (pp. 1-10).

Van Dijk, Teun A. (2001). Critical discourse analysis. In Handbook of discourse analysis. Ed. D.
Tannen, D. Schiffrin and H. Hamilton. Oxford: Blackwell, (pp. 352-371).
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,(Carpentier & Van Brussel, 2012) nn? nipril 2'0ox*790 719'00 NIvian ¢ [TIT'va 27yna
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Carpentier, N., & De Cleen, B. (2007). Bringing discourse theory into Media Studies. Journal of
Language and Politics, 6(2), 265—-293.

Carpentier, N., & Van Brussel, L. (2012). On the contingency of death: a discourse-theoretical

perspective on the construction of death. Critical Discourse Studies, 9(2), 99-115.
doi:10.1080/17405904.2012.656372
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Immigrant youth in high—school: Understanding trilingual literacy performance

and educational experiences
Orly Haim

Adolescent immigrant students face unique educational challenges at school in the
destination country (Hobb, 2012). They have limited time to learn the language of the
new society, study the required material, and catch up to their native speaking peers
(Hou & Beiser, 2006). This study investigates the role that school related variables play
in literacy performance in second and third language among adolescent immigrant
students. Additionally, the study explores the students’ perspectives regarding their
educational experiences. The sample includes 267 Russian speaking eleventh graders
drawn from 18 Israeli schools. The study utilizes a mixed method approach. Students’
literacy level was assessed via reading comprehension and writing tests in Hebrew (L2)
and English (L3). Data about the schools were collected through semi-structured
interviews with the school principals. Students’ perceived school experiences were
elicited via academic letter writing tasks. A total of 60 letters (30 letters in each
language) drawn from the entire data set are analyzed qualitatively through content
analysis (Strauss & Corbin, 1996). Multivariate analysis of covariance (MANCOVA),
controlling for students’ SES, arrival age and gender, indicate that students’ academic
performance in Hebrew and English differ by a number of school related factors: school
type, SES, provision of academic and language support, and teachers’ training to work
with immigrant students. Preliminary qualitative analyses of students’ letters reveal a
number of major themes in the data: language inequality and power struggle, academic
difficulties, unequal social and cultural relations, financial problems, and issues of

identity, i.e., the ‘self’- and the ‘other.’
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When does motivation lead to second language proficiency? Hebrew

proficiency of English-speaking immigrants to Israel
Joel Walters & Susan Joffe

The present study examines motivation and L2 proficiency of adult immigrants to Israel
in light of several theories of motivation (Dornyei 2005, 2009; Noels et al. 2000;
Tremblay & Gardner 1995). We predicted that social variables such as religious identity,
decade of arrival, employment status, and density of L1 speakers would be reflected in

participants' motivation to speak Hebrew and in their Hebrew proficiency.

300 English-speaking immigrants to Israel responded to a questionnaire eliciting
information about motivation to speak Hebrew and about personal background variables.
Participants included immigrants of diverse ages, genders, decades of arrival,
residences in Israel, employment statuses, and religious identities. Oral narratives in

Hebrew were elicited from 55 respondents to assess L2 proficiency.

The paper reports on motivational and L2 proficiency differences in immigrants with
difference for the predicted social variables. Both motivational and L2 proficiency
differences emerged between Haredim and non-Haredim and between immigrants who
arrived before 1980 and those who arrived after. In addition, several measures of
Dornyei's theory of motivation correlated with measures of L2 proficiency, whereas
others did not. We discuss the need for greater specification of the L2 Motivational Self
theory in order to clarify why these variables emerged as significant and others

(employment status, residence) did not.
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An association experiment among Russian-speaking Israelis: The

interaction of cultures in the bilinguals’ mental lexicon
Irina Ovchinnikova and Maria Yelenevskaya

Association experiments are an effective tool for studying linguistic competence and
speech behavior of bilinguals (Schreuder & Weltens, 1993; Byalostok et al. 2009). These
experiments provide linguists with information about standard, socially relevant and
culture-specific ties between words in various speech communities. This paper reports
on the association experiment conducted among Russian-Hebrew bilinguals. Our goal is
to investigate how acquisition of Hebrew and immersion into Israeli culture affect mental
lexicon of Russian-speaking immigrants. We also examine what spontaneous responses
to high-frequency Russian words reveal about regional peculiarities of Russian as
spoken in Israel and how they reflect patterns of first language attrition.

The experiment was conducted among members of two age groups: 20-35 and 36-50.
Each group is represented by 30 subjects — the minimum number to yield statistically
valid data about shared associations. As the basis of the experiment we used a list of
112 word-stimuli that form the core of the Slavic Association Dictionary (Ufimtseva et al
2004). The experiment has yielded 6,720 responses, both paradigmatic and sintagmatic.
The sample reveals high frequency of collocations and allusions to Russian sayings,
folklore and popular culture. Language attrition is reflected in the repetitiveness of the
same response to different stimuli, lexical contaminations and a scarcity of words typical
of written discourse. Life in Israel has affected mental lexicon of the subjects in the
perception of social realities. In addition, there is an abundance of local toponyms in

responses.
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"Living in the in-between"? Arabic speakers’ perception of their use of

Hebrew in higher education and its impact on ethnic identity
Dvora Dubiner

Although there are a number of Israeli institutions of higher education where the medium
of instruction is Arabic, many Arabic-speaking students choose to study in Hebrew-
medium institutions. Studying in a Hebrew-speaking institution, as such, raises several
issues, such as linguistic skills, language choice, language policy, and the link between
language and identity (Edwards, 1985; Hamers & Blanc, 2000; Hansen & Liu, 1993;
McNamara, 1997; Zentella 1997). In his paper | explore these issues from the
perspective of Arabic-speaking students in Hebrew-medium institutions in Israel. Two
main research questions are tackled in this study:

1) Do Arab speakers believe that school prepares them to fully function in a
Hebrew-dominant environment?

2) Does the use of Hebrew have an impact on Arab speakers’ identity formation?

A mixed-methods methodology was adopted, combining data collected from in-depth
interviews with 12 native speakers of Arabic, students and graduates from Hebrew-
speaking institutions in Israel, and quantitative data collected through questionnaires
distributed to 97 students and graduates. Results indicate that students differ in their
attitudes towards the relationship between: a) the extent to which Hebrew instruction in
school prepared them to perform competently after school, and b) language choice and
ethnic identity. Whereas some respondents claim that language choice is a done
consciously for social and cultural purposes, others maintain that language is a practical
tool that has no impact on their own social behavior and ethnic identity. The testimonies
of many others is also analyzed in light of code-mixing, language and identity, and

sociocultural theories.
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