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D719 N
War of words: Virtualizing the Israeli -Arab Conflictin Facebook

Iman Garra-Alloush

This paper focuses on a description of the virtual sociolinguistic landscape of the Israeli-Arab conflict. The
study utilized content analysis of 250 facebook comments from different Israeli news websites in Israel as
well as controversial news items which present the Israeli-Arab (Palestinians living in Israel) conflict through
the social networking platform. The comments were written by both Jews and Arabs. The frequencies of
obscene, immoral, flaming (bashing) words, cursing words, by both parties involved; towards each other,
and different users’ attitudes towards the issues under consideration, reveal a fragmented and polarized
landscape with lots of flaming and few spaces to peaceful communication between Israelis and Palestinians
living in Israel. The news items under study include Facebook users’ comments on controversial issues
involving Palestinians living in Israel, like users comments on the killing of ‘Nash’at Milhim’, the incident
of shooting of ‘Israa ‘Abed’, and finally the touting of Member of Knesset Bezalel Smotrich of segregation
between Jewish and Arab women in Israeli maternity wards. The comments assessed are on topics which
sparked political firestorms on the virtual network at the time they were announced to the public: including
both parties involved: “Israelis” and “Arabs living in Israel”.
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The Case of English: Abandoning a Native Language?

Hilary Avigdori

With English language at the forefront of innumerable domestic domains and its position as lingua franca in
the international arena, de facto policy continues to ensure its dominant stature; however, the presence of
such a social eminence gives rise to intriguing questions with regard to its predominance in more intimate
spheres such as family language policy (FLP). In the instance of language contact, linguistic behavior is
impacted, and the ensuing result is established as that of language maintenance (LM) or shift (Yagmur,
2009), a paradigm uniformly applicable to the context of contact between English and Hebrew. For the
investigation of this issue, the case of immigration to Israel from English-speaking countries serves as an
exclusive milieu. In this endeavor, Giles et al.’s (1977) Ethnolinguistic Vitality (EV) Theory serves as a prime
theoretical framework allowing for the inspection of the objective status of the English-speaking linguistic
group in the Israeli arena. On the basis of EV conceptualization, there is an overwhelming consensus amongst
scholars and throughout the general public regarding status, demographic, and institutional support factors
which point to a potentially sanguine prospect of English LM at the community level. Nevertheless, an a priori
appraisal alone does not suffice in this rationalization. Rather, a comprehensive sociolinguistic investigation
is called for in order to explore factors influencing collective group identity and linguistic behavior of the
English-speaking group at the community as well as individual level. The present study explores this issue
transgenerationally: objectively at the community level, through the lens of EV Theory, and subjectively at
the individual level via Bourhis et al.’s (1981) proposal for the evaluation of Subjective Ethnolinguistic Vitality
(SEV) in conjunction with an investigation of FLP. A random sampling of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd generation English-
speaking immigrants are currently being administered an adapted form of SEVQ, a Language Use-Choice
Questionnaire, a language rating scale, and an FLP questionnaire. The data collected will be analyzed in order
to determine transgenerational trends of linguistic behavior within the English-speaking community. This
is done in an attempt to investigate the impact of FLP on group SEV and to evaluate the allegedly high and
secure status of the language vis-a-vis its realization within the family milieu.

Giles, H., Bourhis, R.Y. & Taylor, D.M. (1977). Towards a theory of language in ethnic group relations. In H. Giles (ed.)
Language, ethnicity and intergroup relations (pp. 307-348). London: Academic Press.

Yagmur, K. (2009). Language use and ethnolinguistic vitality of Turkish compared with the Dutch in the Netherlands.
Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development, 30(3), 219- 233.
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Lomsky-Feder, E. & Leibovitz, T. (2010). Inter-ethnic encounters within the family: Competing cultural models and
social exchange. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 36(1), 107-124.

Schwartz, M. (2008). Exploring the relationship between family language policy and heritage language knowledge
among second-generation Russian- Jewish immigrants in Israel. Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural
Development, 29(5), 400-418.
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Dual-Language Immersion in Utah:
Language as resource in a global economy

Daniel Scott Hansen

As a result of new legislation and community support, a dual-language immersion education model has been
implemented in the last decade in elementary schools throughout the state of Utah, USA. The program
has proven to be more successful than previous attempts to create bilingual education opportunities in the
state. This study’s aim was to analyze the language policy of the dual-language immersion programs in
Utah and identify the ideologies of policy makers by using a qualitative analysis of policy documents. The
study examined documents of language policy connected with the new dual-language immersion program
in Utah in an effort to describe the program within established Bilingual Education typology and to discover
the ideologies reflected within them. The text analyzed are Senate Bill 41, the DLI Assurances, and the Utah
Language Roadmap for the 21st Century. The educational model described in the documents fits within
bilingual education typology (Howard, Lindholm-Leary, Sugarman, Christian, & Rogers, 2007) as a strong,
mostly one-way immersion program. Instruction time and subject areas are divided equally between English
and the target language, with the aim of full bilingualism and biliteracy. The ideologies expressed in the
documents reflect principally the view of language skills as an economic resource (Dorner, 2015), for the
individual, the business community, and the state, without any mention of the right of minority language
speakers to be taught in their native language. The findings support the claim that a shift has occurred in
US language policy discourse from an Equity/Heritage framework to a Global Human Capital framework
(Valdez, Delavan, & Freire, 2014).

Dorner, L. M. (2015). From global jobs to safe spaces: The diverse discourses that sell multilingual schooling in the
USA. Current Issues in Language Planning, 16(1).

Howard, E., Lindholm-Leary, K., Sugarman, )., Christian, D., & Rogers, D. (2007). Guiding principles for dual language
education. Washington, DC: Center for Applied Linguistics.

Valdez, V. E., Delavan, G., & Freire, J. A. (2014). The marketing of dual language education policy in Utah print
media. Educational Policy, 28(6).
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International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 11, 476.
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Dancing Between Languages: Reflections on Language, Identity
and Inner Conflict After Immigration

Danielle Schaub

As a country resting on immigration, Israel inevitably weaves an interesting linguistic web over and above the
official Hebrew and Arabic languages. For those Israelis who have not benefitted from linguistic tuition at an
Ulpan for whichever reason, an inner conflict may tear them on account of their poor proficiency, affecting
their identities, particularly when informed by the mastery of several other languages and by life-marking
experiences prior to immigration. Raised all over the world because of my father’s geological postings, |
grew up with many languages, an asset no doubt, but also a source of insecurity enhanced by disturbing
concomitant events. When finally moving to Israel, the country where | wanted to raise my children so
as to give them a firmer sense of identity, | jumped into a new professional life without any transition,
repeating the lifelong pattern of linguistic vulnerability. With the help of creative pieces involving text and
image, | will illustrate and theorise the central function of language and linguistic decisions to coping with
destabilising experiences, shaping identity and envisaging solutions to inner conflicts. The lecture will refer
among others to the works of Bugra and Becker (2005), Dewaele (2010), Kristeva (1991) and Pontalis (1988).

Bhugra, Dinesh, and Matthew A. Becker. ‘Migration, cultural bereavement and cultural identity’. World Psychiatry,
4(1) (Feb. 2005): 18-24.

Dewaele, Jean-Marc. Emotions in Multiple Languages. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010.

Kristeva, Julia. Strangers to Ourselves, Trans. Leon S. Roudiez. New York: Columbia University Press, 1991.

Pontalis, Jean-Bertrand. ‘Mélancolie du langage’. Perdre de vue. Paris: Gallimard, 1988. 249-254.
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Multilingual Writing as a Lens to Exploring the Educational
Experiences of Immigrant Youth

Orly Haim

The purpose of this paper is to explore immigrant students’ perspectives of their educational experiences in
the destination country. The paper is part of a larger study investigating the role of educational factors in
explaining literacy performance in second and third language among immigrant youth. The original sample
included 256 eleventh grade Russian (L1) speaking immigrants, acquiring Hebrew as a second language (L2) and
English as a third language (L3) studying in 18 Israeli schools. Data concerning students’ perspectives of their
educational experiences were obtained via letter writing tasks. Drawing on holistic views of multilingualism
(Cook, 2013), this paper is based on the assumption that a fuller understanding of students’ experiences
can be obtained by examining the written expression of their experiences in the three languages at their
disposal. A total of 180 letters drawn from the entire data set (60 letters in each language) were analyzed
qualitatively through content analysis (Strauss & Corbin, 1998). The analyses of the letters revealed five
main themes portraying immigration as a complex experience intertwined with issues of language, identity,
and cultural belonging: (1) academic studies in Israel and in the home country: “Here and There” (2) socio-
cultural issues (3) language knowledge and learning (4) The ‘self’ and the ‘other’ (5) challenges and solutions.
The findings are interpreted to suggest that students’ reference to three languages embodies the complex
process of making sense of and finding ways to reconcile with the tensions and conflicts resulting from the
sociocultural reality they had encountered (Kramsch, 2012).

Cook, V. ). (2013). Multicompetence. The encyclopedia of applied linguistics, C. A. Chapelle (Ed.). Oxford, UK:
Blackwell Publishing.

Kramsch, C. (2012). The multilingual subject. Oxford: Oxford University Press

Strauss, A., & Corbin, J. (1998). Basics of qualitative research: Techniques and procedures for developing grounded
theory (2nd ed.). Los Angles, CA: Sage Publications Inc.
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Arabic-Free Commercial Signs in Israeli-Arab localities

Rawya Hayk

Research on the linguistic landscape (LL) field often neglects the passersby’s interpretation of the messages
embedded within (Shohamy, 2012). When those passersby are part of a minority group residing in an area
where the LL is ideologically laden (Ben Rafael, 2009), it becomes essential to invite their perspectives.
Following studies that focused on the LL from the passersby’s perspective (Gravin, 2011; Goldstein-Havazki,
2011; Shohamy & Ghazaleh-Mahajneh, 2012; Trumper-Hecht, 2010), this teacher research explores the
Israeli LL through the eyes of Israeli-Arab college students from the North. Grounded in critical literacy
theory (Friere, 1970), it attempts to raise their awareness of problematic issues in the Israeli LL and
encourage them to act for a just visibility of their minority language in the surrounding linguistic space.
Students from the English department at an Israeli-Arab teacher-education college were invited to capture
photos of various signs in their area, analyze the messages that these signhs communicated, and write a
commentary voicing their analysis, reflection, possible critique, and suggestions for change, if needed.
Students’ projects were collected and analyzed to explore the issues they highlighted and whether their
engagement in these projects affected their consciousness of the LL in the Israeli public space. An initial
categorization of students’ projects revealed that the signs they chose to document and reflect on fell into
two categories: those produced by Israeli non-Arabs (both official and private) and those produced by Arabs
(commercial). This paper session presents the findings from an analysis of fourteen projects that focused
on the latter category: sign photos of Arab-owned local businesses that all lacked Arabic.

Students’ photos and voices shed the light on two dimensions of the public space: the linguistic reality on
the commercial signs within Arab localities, or the ‘spatial practice’ in Lefebvre’s (1991) conceptualization
of space, and the way such space is experienced by the inhabitants, the ‘lived space’ in Lefebvre’s terms. A
scrutiny into the physical dimension of the commercial signs within the Arab localities featured in students’
projects reveals the almost absolute absence of students’ native language, Arabic. What was evident in
students’ voices when reflecting on the lack of Arabic was a profound concern of the dangers involved
in adopting Hebrew by Arabs as the dominant language of the LL. Students’ strong emotional responses,
specifically highlighting themes of negligence and self-disrespect, were espoused with statements stressing
pride in native language, fear of language loss, need for language preservation, searching for and refuting
possible justifications, and the need for change. Sample projects that highlight each theme will be shared
with the conference audience to exemplify that combining the field of LL with participatory documentary
photography has a prominent potential to provoke passersby’s profound feelings, attitudes, and reflections
toward LL.
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Crossover Memories and Codeswitching in the Narratives of
Arabic-Hebrew and Hebrew-English Bilingual Adults in Israel

Amani Jaber Awidah

My study examined two bilingual phenomena in the narratives of Arabic Hebrew and Hebrew-English
bilingual adults in Israel: Crossover memories and codeswitching (CS). The study examined these phenomena
in the context of autobiographical memory, using Schrauf and Rubin’s (1998) cue word technique with
additional stimulus words from Rubin (1980). Student experimenters held two sessions in the homes of
the participants. In separate language sessions, the participant was asked to look first at each of 16 cue
words and then to state a concrete memory. After stating the memory, the participant was asked to report
the language of the memory and memories were classified as ‘Crossovers’ (CO) or ‘Same Language’ (SL).
Participants were also asked to provide details about the setting, people and other languages involved in the
specific memory. Beyond replicating the procedure in Schrauf and Rubin (1998), for each time period across
a participant’s lifespan, one memory was chosen, and the participant was asked to provide further details
about the memory. For these longer memories, instances of codeswitching (CS) were counted.

Both bilingual groups confirmed the Reminiscence Bump phenomenon, retrieving more memories in the 10-
30 age period and replicating Rubin and Schulkind’s (1997) findings for monolingual participants. Crossover
memories prevailed in second language sessions (L2), replicating Schrauf and Rubin (1998, 2000). Same
Language memories were more abundant in first language sessions (L1). Higher codeswitching frequency
was found in L2 sessions. Finally, as predicted, “Individual” codeswitching was prevalent in L2 sessions but
“Community-based” codeswitching was not higher in L1 sessions.

The two bilingual measures in this study, Crossovers and Codeswitching, came from different research
traditions, the former from an experimental paradigm in the psychology of autobiographical memory based
on self-reported judgments, the latter a behavioural measure from linguistics. This merger of approaches
offers new insight into the field of bilingual autobiographical memory. In addition, the study attempted to
shed light on the investigation of motivations for codeswitching, beginning with Walters’ SPPL Model and
concluding with a distinction between ‘community-based’ and individual motivations.
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Linguistic contributors to EFL literacy processes among
Arabic and Hebrew speaking 4th graders

Susie Russak

In Israel, all pupils study English according to the same curriculum. Yet Arabic speakers study English as a
fourth language, whereas for Hebrew speakers it is a second one. This study compared beginning English
literacy skills among Arabic (N=19) and Hebrew (N=38) speaking 4th-graders. It was hypothesized that
multi-lingual Arabic speakers would show metalinguistic advantages over mono-lingual Hebrew speakers.
This would be evident through performance differences between groups, and differing contributions of
native and additional languages, as well as phonological and orthographic knowledge to EFL literacy.

Parallel tasks were administered in both native languages and EFL. Arabic speakers were also tested in
Hebrew. Tasks included: Real and pseudo-word reading fluency, accuracy; spelling; two orthographic tasks;
phoneme deletion.

Non-parametric testing indicated an advantage for Arabic speakers over Hebrew speakers for English real
and pseudo-word reading fluency, orthographic tasks, and phoneme deletion. Regression analyses with
English measures as outcomes showed different results for each group: among Hebrew speakers - English
literacy tasks and phoneme deletion were predicted by similar Hebrew tasks. Among Arabic speakers,
English real word reading accuracy and spelling were predicted by both Arabic and Hebrew performance. All
other English tasks were predicted by Arabic only. Phonological and orthographic skills together predicted all
literacy skills in English for Arabic speakers, but only real word reading for Hebrew speakers.

These findings suggest the possibility of a multilingual advantage for Arabic speakers at the beginning of
literacy acquisition in EFL as well as use of dual routes in reading and spelling for both populations.
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